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BIRD LIBRARY DIRECTOR WINS MLA PRESIDENT'S AWARD

Marty Thompson, Director of the Robert M. Bird Hegltiences Library, was
awarded the President's Award at the Medical Libragoésition (MLA)
Annual Conference held in May 2009.

The President's Award is given to an MLA member wholdees selected by
the association's officers and Board of Directorsafaotable or important
contribution made during the past association year. The comnbuaust have
enhanced the profession of health sciences librariansiiptbered the
objectives of the association.

At the Awards Luncheon MLA President Mary Ryan presetiiedPresident's
Award to Marty Thompson, in recognition of his extensivetdouations in the
area of library disaster planning to MLA, its memberd the medical library
community. For over 30 years Marty has been heavily invdlv&klahoma
libraries, involved in both training and outreach to lilesand health
professionals. He is a past president of OLA and an OkAtennial Library
Legend. Congratulations to Marty, the Library and the OUHSC

ODL HIGHLIGHTED FOR SERVICE BY GOVERNMENT
PRINTING OFFICE

sseemmmmmmmmsein 1 e Oklahoma Department of Libraries (ODL) is beipgtbghted by the U.S.
I— ][] ][ Government Printing Office this June, 2009. The Oklahonmat®eal Library began
S vt L 0 41 & 1 receiving Federal depository materials in 1893, fourteersymzfore Oklahoma was

granted statehood in 1907!

Today the Oklahoma Department of Libraries works to estpaa knowledge and
enrich the lives of the people of their state. Theirsioisis to serve the information
and records management needs of state government, atsistilic library
development, coordinate library and information technolmgjects for the state, and serve the general pibagh its
specialized collections.

The regional depository coordinator, Steve Beleu, actiwelks to educate libraries about the benefits and opptesiioif

being a Federal depository library, especially workinlgrtog tribal college libraries into the program. He sisdris specialized
knowledge of tribal resources at conferences and throughp@ges. His latest Web pagederal Websites for Tribal Libraries and
Tribal College Librariepulls together many resources of interest to tribedities and for those interested in researching tribal
issues. Mr. Beleu has taken extensive agency traininguasduworkshops covering a range of topics tailored to thdsef

the hosting library, such as health statistics, Ama@ridlemory information, and Census information.

Congratulations to ODL and to Steve Beleu! Read tha@evstory heréttp://www.fdlp.gov/outreach/spotlight/403-oklahoma-
department-of-libraries-us-government-information-division
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“The future belongs to people who see possibilities before they become obvious.”
Theodore Levitt (1925-2006)

One of the most challenging things in life can be to lbeyond the immediate and limited
world around us and move outside the comfortable and farailidinto the strange and different. Yet
there is also something inside all of us that compele pesér around that corner or see what'’s over that
hill. On the one hand we enjoy the security of the known veltithe same time we feel the urge to ex-
plore the unknown.

My challenge to each of you during the coming year is tesdar to that urge to explore.
Given the state of the economy and the challenges facingue| obw is the time to seriously explore
all the possibilities before us, in terms of serving @uistomers, developing our collections (both print
and online), dealing with staff constraints — well, yon o@ke your own list. (I know you've got one!)
If you believe in making lemonade when handed a lemon, tedme to look at the new possibilities
that may be opening before us as well as revisiting old tivae we may not have looked at for a while.

Hence the theme of the 2010 annual conference and of my yeasiept of OLA: “Explore
the Possibilities.” That is certainly what your Asstion’s leadership will be doing in the coming
months — looking beyond the challenges and seeking the opporturatiéie thehind them.

At the annual leadership retreat in June (held this year arathpus of The University of
Tulsa) | presented a number of challenges to the attenfdeesing on those areas in which | have a
particular interest. The first is in the area of techgyl

The OLA website is the most significant communication tbat we have. It is also badly out-
dated and in need of a complete overhaul. And that's exab#y it's getting. Tiffany Benson (TU),
OLA’s webmaster, and Roy Degler (OSU) are currentlyngjthe website a complete top-to-bottom
makeover. Not only will we see a more “modern-looking” ditg, one with a completely different
structure and philosophy. Utilizing a content managersysiem called ModX, the chairs of our divi-
sions, roundtables and committees are taking direct respity$dy providing up-to-date content for
their areas of the site. (The first training sessiamsing this re-

The OKLAHOMA LIBRARIAN is the official | gource took place at the retreat.) Look for many othengbs as
bulletin of the Oklahoma Library

Association. It is published bi-monthly. The | Well, including news feeds and a new calendar. We hope to
inclusion of an article or advertisement launch the renovated site in the early fall. Be watchiegOLA

does not constitute official endorsement by discussion list for details
the Assaociation. It is mailed to each ’

member of the association upon payment In addition to the website, we’ll be exploring other
Céfdinr!u?lodf;{e& online possibilities, including the use of Facebook and Twitter
oria ce . . , . . . .
Barbara Miller. Oklahoma State University, as communication tools. We'll also be investigating e-voting
501 Edmon Low Library, Stillwater, OK in OLA elections. This is a serious move, involving changes to
PR R SN @kAbE e, the by-laws as well as figuring out the logistics, so it may be
Book Review Editor: 2011 before this becomes a reality. But it's coming!
Janet Croft, University of Oklahoma, Bizzell ,
[ T e Of course, there’s much more to _OLA tha_m techn_ology.
One committee | intend to spend some time on is the Tribal
ggg%ﬁ'gﬁoﬂ Gg;’aer?;ﬂ”gogfgfm Drive Libraries Ad Hoc Committee. Created by Jan Bryant during
Edmond, OK 73013. Bulk mail postyage " | her term as p_resident,_ this_ com_mittee is charged with outreach
paid at Edmond, OK 73034. Publisher’s to tribal libraries and librarians in our state. As | told thee

permit No. 61. Circulation 1200. Circulation

mittee at the June meeting, it amazes me that this hasn’t been




an ongoing project of the association for years. This is Oklahoreaadift You almost want to
slap yourself on the forehead and say “Well, duh!” We hope to see thisiteenbecome a per-
manent part of OLA. Already they've begun planning programs for confereda@ewaarkshop for
the fall of 2010. Perhaps, one day, will we see a Tribal Libraries DivisiOhA? A possibility
worth exploring?

One of our roundtables is in serious trouble and facing dissoluiihe Information Tech-
nology Roundtable focuses on technology and electronic serviceltesl to libraries. You would
expect it to be one of the most popular in the Association. Aftewladt library doesn’t deal with
technology or wrestle with offering electronic services? Yet ifabiefew years this group has
gradually declined to the point that it’s virtually inactive. Onengfgoals for the year is to get this
roundtable back on its feet.

Finally, there are three other things I'm going to be pushing theialviroundtables and
committees to consider this year. First is to develop a latgeber of workshops than we have in
the recent past. Providing workshops that offer continuing education os tdpnterest and rele-
vance to the membership is one of the primary responsibilitiesygirafessional association. It's
also a valuable revenue stream for OLA that helps us keep o#tisy tlach as membership dues, as
low as we possibly can. Second, I'm urging our various groups to dewesdopound planning cy-
cles, looking a bit further into the future in terms of planning a&ts/and programming than in the
past. Too often we tend not to look past the next July 1 when the new talkai office. Instead,
planning should be an ongoing routine that transcends the termswiduradichairs. Finally, we
need to look at updating the OLA Handbook and bring it into line withhbhaging needs and re-
alities of our Association. The current handbook is availableetdill Association members at
http://www.oklibs.org/organization/OLAHandbook09-10.pdf

Let me conclude with a suggestion: Don’t hesitate. Mark your cakenda! The 2010
annual conference is scheduled for April 19-21 at the Cox Conventionr@e@tklahoma City.
This will be a joint conference with the Mountain Plains Library Asgam (MPLA) so it will be
bigger with a greater variety of programs and speakers. The Programii@mmled by the in-
trepid Wayne Hanway, will make sure of that. You do not want te misyou’ll be hearing much
more about it in the months to come. Trust me!

| hope you have a great summer. And while you're at it, don't feodeixplore the possi-
bilities.”

Charles Brooks
OLA President

Thanks to Donors

On behalf of the Endowment Committee, we would like mkheveryone who donated
to the OLA Endowment Fund at the annual conference. As wetwaiow and expand strong
libraries in Oklahoma’s second 100 years, the Endowment Fund legrie our success. Your
donations get us closer to the second $100,000 and supports OLA'ofocaising awareness
about literacy and libraries in Oklahoma while enhancinggssibnal development for library

staff throughout the state.

Making a tax deductible donation to the Endowment Fund is alavalysughtful way to
honor, recognize or memorialize a special friend or colleagitfés can be done online or by
sending a check with pertinent information to the OL Aagffi

Thank You,

Marty Thompson and Lynn Mcintosh, Co-Chairs, Endowment i@Gittee 2008/09




Oral History in Libraries

28

Welcome to “Oral History in Libraries,” a new column@klahoma Librarian With each issue, we hope to
share news about collections around the state, discuss methodologgnalsdr technology, and highlight
other interesting tips regarding the practice and presenvat oral history. Why oral history? Well, there is
something special about these primary sources that provide insmbuinhistory, communities, people and
the way we live our lives. Why oral history in the library? hitiens not only are curators of oral histories
but are also creators of oral histories. Libraries are oftfamred to as ‘culture keepers’ and oral histories are
a means of gathering and preserving community culture &ssveh approach to collection development that
can be directly community related. While the focus of an ortdtyi€ollection or project may vary from
institution to institution, one thing remains constant...you havenardipeople sharing extraordinary stories.

Oral histories may vary in length, format, and topic but once tggtiworking with these materials, they will
enhance your appreciation and understanding of Oklahoma historypdfgeh accounts of war, the
Depression, living in Oklahoma, oil boom, oil bust, dealing withedygenjoying victories—recording or
listening to these firsthand accounts can be a quite powerfbingeand learning experience. And the best
part, everyone has a story to tell!

If you are new to oral histories, there are many online resoaredisble that can help guide your efforts.
One place to turn is the Baylor University Institute for I®fistory. Through their website, you can view
many online guides that cover an introduction to oral history atligial history, transcribing oral history,
along with a guide for K-12 teachers and students looking to undertakalehistory project. These online
guides are free and available in PDF format from their webkite://www.baylor.edu/Oral_History/Click
on the “workshop on the web” link from the left hand menu to viesethesources.

Another key online resource is the H-Oralhist listserv. This comsgnohibral historians, scholars,
librarians, students, and those involved in the profession is jasvaynto keep up with the latest news in
oral history. It is also the perfect forum to ask questigam insight and participate in discussions on
methodology, equipment, and transcription. The H-Oralhist archigescontain a wealth of knowledge. To
join the H-Oralhist listserv or view past discussions, vigip://www.h-net.org/~oralhist/

One final website of note is the home of the Oral History Associ@bétd), located athttp://
www.oralhistory.org Here, you can find information about the organization along with lingden
evaluating oral history. The guidelines include sections on condapipmsibility of researchers, and
interviewer-interviewee relations. The OHA website alsbdost of links to various institutions involved
in oral history, and a new Wiki where you can find and sha@urees and other information.

In the next issue, we'll take a more in depth look at oral fyistollections in the state as we review results
from the recent Survey of Oral History Collections in Oklal, conducted through the OSU Library. If you
have news that you would like to share about how you use or ree@btustory in your library, send us an
e-mail at liboh@okstate.edu.

-Juliana Nykolaiszyn & Tanya Finchum
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Oklahoma Webpages: The Health of Oklahomans

We're making an exception to our policy of only reviewing websites that originate in Okla-
homa to share these federal agency websites about the condition of Oklahoma’s health
with you.

Oklahoma “Dashboard” on Health Care Quality Compared to All States
http://statesnapshots.ahrg.gov/snaps07/dashboard.jsp?menuld=4&state=OK&level=0
U.S. Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality. Includes ratings for hospital, nursing
home, and home health care, care for cancer, diabetes, heart disease, and other diseases
and health conditions, and more. Oklahoma rates below average in most categories, aver-
age in a few categories, and above average in care for respiratory diseases in which we
are rated “Strong”. Note: use the blue arrow.

National Survey of Children’s Health, 2007, Oklahom a
http://nschdata.org/StateProfiles/CustomProfile07.aspx?rid=5&geo=0klahoma

National Survey of Children’s Health with Special H  ealthcare Needs, Oklahoma
http://www.cshcndata.org/Content/State Prevalence2005.aspx?geo=0klahoma
National Center for Health Statistics. Both include data for our state and the nation.

Obesity and Overweight in Oklahoma

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (hereafter “CDC”). Click on this website,
then click the “Play” button above the map, and you’'ll watch a slideshow about the spread
of obesity in Oklahoma from 1985 to 2007. Obesity in our state rises from less than 10% in
1985 to 25% - 29% in 2007.

http://www.cdc.gov/obesity/data/trends.html

How the CDC defines obesity - http://www.cdc.gov/obesity/defining.html

Basic obesity and overweight CDC website - hitp://www.cdc.gov/obesity/index.html

Diabetes in Oklahoma by County, maps and data
http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/ddtstrs/statePage.aspx?state=Oklahoma

CDC. Click on the “data” or “maps” links. Data and maps display the most current year, but
data and maps for some of the conditions of diabetes go back to 1993 or at least 2000.

Heart Disease and Stroke maps for Oklahoma

CDC. This is the map for stroke deaths and hospitalizations OR heart disease deaths and
hospitalizations. Choose either “Stroke” or “Heart Disease.” After the map loads you can
also click on “State Statistics” to view state data or “County Listings” to view data for Okla-
homa’s 77 counties.

http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/giscvh2/Results.aspx

Tobacco Control Highlights Report, Oklahoma
http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/statesystem/statehilite.aspx?dir=epi_report&ucName=UCProfile
CDC. Choose “Oklahoma” and click “Generate Report” to get data on mortality, loss of pro-
ductivity, attempts to quit smoking, smoking by high school age youth, and state legislation
information.

Steve Beleu, Oklahoma Department of Libraries, Federal Docs Coordinator
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Value added: Stuck for information?
Your Oklahoma’s federal depositories can help

Throughout these Docs 101 articles, | have been encouraging everyone twithelkir depositories for
more information. What kinds of information can they provide, @ can they help? Oklahoma has 18
depository libraries, and is fortunate enough to have two regiepakidories. Know the difference? Well,
regionals (OSU Stillwater and Oklahoma Dept. of Libraries) ateotine leaders of the group. Regionals
collect all categories of government information, and are requrkedp it forever. So, they have the largest
collections, and interact with the selectives, supplying thingsrtiiglyt not select but occasionally ned .
Selectives can be very large, like University of Oklahoma, or sall, but they are only required to keep
those categories they select for 5 years. Of course manydibkaep the material much longer. For a list of
the Oklahoma depositories, and to find the one closest to you, follownthigt://www.odl.state.ok.us/
usinfo/usdepsys.htnto the regional’s web page. Here you will find contact informatioth®idepository
nearest you.

Now that you have found your depository, how will you use it? First of almayuneed your depository
contact if you need historical material. Older (pre 1980) congredsjadicial and executive material may
not be available on a web site. If you need copies of early Améridam School publications, or historical
information on your county or the state you might contact your deppsi2o you need an older hearing, or
an older law? How about an old congressional committee document?

Among the historical collections which are heavily used are Depattof Agriculture publications, which

go back over 100 years, and Geological Survey publications, which alaolgack in time. As yet these are
not available on the web, and many times a patron has to lostaiddal material in these areas. Perhaps a
Soil Survey for a particular county hasn’'t been done in 50 yezatisha 1960 edition is needed. Or perhaps a
study on an Oklahoma dam or waterway falls into this timeg@ebepositories will not only have these
materials, but usually will have older indexes to the histbniederial if your patron does not have a citation
to the particular issue they need. Does someone need a copy déatmeaty? We have them! How about
older census reports? We got ‘em, going back to 1790.

Even though most current government information is on the Web, apilaéroéthe excellent search
strategies which have appeared in this column, you still rstghbot be connected to the best answer to
your information need. Many Oklahoma depositories have excellent wgels daecting you to government
reports and articles, and these links have been pre selected by dgfibsitnans who know the BEST
sources for your topic. Check out the web pages through the link aboveitioradaany depositories have
created indexes or digital collections of their own for govemmma&terials. This is the “value added” factor.
OSU is just finishing up the digitized McCaslin collectiorfO¥lahoma maps in the Congressional Serial set,
a gold mine of a database database for those needing histonisabhthe state or the territory (this will be
reviewed soon for the OK librarian). They have also digitized andeddine Kappler Indian Treaties.
Oklahoma Department of Libraries is digitizing thirty years eéeech reports from the Oklahoma
Department of Wildlife Conservation and making them availabthe public. Their web site (see above)
also lists several special collections of government informatédd at the various depositories in Oklahoma.
And ODL has added extra value in the many workshops Steve Belealdoesr the state, working directly
with federal agencies to help Oklahoma librarians learn to navigaious complex government web sites
and indexes (check out his web site for more information).

So there you have it. If you still need more government informatierDLA Government Documents

Round Table is planning a workshop on Docs 101 in the coming year. Stay tungthiar ihformation!
31
- Barbara Miller, OSU Libraries, Documents Department
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FROM ALA TO OKLAHOMA

Advocating in a Tough Economy, Tools to Help You from ALA

Did you know that 73 % of public libraries report they prouide only free
access to the Internet in their communities? And faldibraries, like many in
Oklahoma , the figure is 83 %! The American Library Asaticn has provided
resources to help you tell your story to the media ancetresl officials and
funders. Libraries are not only sources of free books, batfede job seeking
information by providing web and community resources for jobs.

Need help organizing resources for job seekers? Gutto//www.ala.org/ala/
aboutala/offices/ors/plftas/Issues%20brief-jobswhére ALA briefs discuss the
range of library resources available to job seekers anchtlienges to
maintaining these services. Additional briefing reportsaarettp://www.ala.org/
ala/aboutala/offices/ors/plftas/Issues_Briefs.cfm

And for help advocating for libraries in the current emic crisis, go tattp://
www.ala.org/ala/issuesadvocacy/advocacy/advocacyuniversity/toudieik.cfm
for a toolkit to help you advocate for library resources.




